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o'clock. The Emperor heard it at ten, and before twelve they had received his orders to depart immediately. He tells me the Emperor Francis assured him he cared nothing about the Low Countries ; that the English had never supported him, and he would, by abandoning, the Low Countries to France, punish them. He says Calonne intrigued with the Court of Berlin, who told him they would do nothing but in concert with England ; that he afterwards suggested the plan, which was adopted, of sending "an army of fifty thousand men against France, taking twenty thousand Austrians as auxiliaries, in all which M. Aujard gives me, I think, his dreams for realities. After he is gone the Marquis de Verac comes ; seems to think that a war will break out between Prussia, supported by Russia, and France. This might be if there were time for those powers to concert their measures, but they are caught so much on the sudden that I much doubt of their action.
" At a little supper at her table ronde^ to-night, the Princess begged me not to mention her sortie of last evening, and I truly assure her that the caution is unnecessary."
" This morning [December 25th] M. Aujard comes again. Interrogating him about M. Necker's appointment, I find I am mistaken. He says it was a M. de Pesey who got him up, and who received for it 300,000! He says that, though he has been invited by the Emperor Francis to come to Vienna, he has not been able to obtain a passport from M. de Thugut, and mentions as a fact that M. de Thu-gut, who had received a pension of 30,000!. from France by the Queen's bounty, had placed money in the French funds to the amount of 12,000! annual income, and receives regularly the interest and pension in coin, all which I disbelieve ; because that, if we admit his being corrupted by the Directory, they would certainly avoid such manifest at sevene was allowed to re-enter the army, but again his actions were questioned by his Court, and, for the second time, he was tor officers or to false intel-. ligence transmitted to him, leaves it, however, very evident that he had crossed the Adda without giving any duerong, have greatly exasperated                      |>                         ;,;
